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New year begins 
   Eagle Mountain was the venue 

as the Noon Kiwanis Club cele-

brated its 40th annual installa-

tion of officers and board mem-

bers (see full list at left). 

   Outgoing Lt. Gov. Dawn Leep-

er presided over the induction 

ceremonies.  Outgoing directors 

Dale Schultz and Margaret 

Beach were thanked for their 

service, and Charlie Fox and 

Don Williams were welcomed to 

the fold. 

   Ron Smith, Kiwanis Internation-

al Foundation trustee, presented 

a Zeller Fellowship medal to 

incoming president Mike Schar-

now for his contributions to the 

Eliminate Project. 

   Outgoing president Ed Kehe 

recounted the tremendous year 

and all the service contributed 

by members. He named Paul 

Appeldorn and Scharnow as co-

Noon Kiwanians of the Year. 

   “I want to thank everyone for 

making it such a rewarding 

year,” Kehe said. “We accom-

plished much and it was a privi-

lege to serve you.” 

Outgoing President Ed Kehe named Paul Appeldorn and Mike Scharnow as Kiwanians of the Year. 

Scharnow also was given the gavel and original charter as incoming president. 

Dale Schultz and Tom Campbell were thanked by President 

Ed for all their work with the trailers. 

President-Elect Alan 

Roselieb was given a 

fancy new jacket at the 

banquet, and Jon Geller 

was honored as having 

worked at the most ser-

vice projects and fund-

raisers throughout the 

year — a total of 30. 

 



A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MIKE SCHARNOW: 

Wow, my own space! 

Fellow Kiwanians: 

   It’s difficult to believe after several years of editing the ‘Kiwanis Kapers’ that I actually have my own space, my own col-
umn! The pressure is on, so I hope to be up to the challenge. I can’t blame the president any more for being late, for hold-
ing up the presses. I can’t blame the newsletter editor for typos or misquoting me.  I can’t blame the photographer for a 
questionable mug shot. I have no one to blame but myself. But I’m tough — right? I can take it, don’t you think? Just look 
at that photo above — big tough guy looking all mean and serious. Big arms and big shoulders. Big camo shirt. Looks like 
a real bad ass. Wants to get a Harley (see photo below), grow some dreadlocks. Big attitude, right? 

   How about a big teddy bear? How about a guy who has choked up during Ronald McDonald House visits seeing those 
small children running around who lost their hair due to chemotherapy? How about a guy who thinks the Eliminate pro-
ject is worth a little extra work and money because we — as part of Kiwanis International — are actually saving lives of 
young children and their mothers? How about an editor guy who attends a United Blood Services “Hero” banquet and 
cries his eyes out as the recipient of blood transfusions meets the actual blood donors who saved his life (knowing our 
community blood drives help get that blood)? How about a pasty gringo guy who travels to Nogales, Mexico and sees the 
poor kids rejoicing at getting some new shoes and a fistful of candy? How about a photographer witnessing the looks on 
Terrific Kids’ faces as they discover they’re getting cool new bikes? How about an emotional elf running around seeing 
families enjoying family time together as they are able to have breakfast with the real Santa Claus? 

   This, my fellow Kiwanians, is what Kiwanis is all about. This is what our club does. We do make a difference (just like 
our T-shirts say!), and we do have an impact as we literally serve the children of the world. This is why I agreed to get on 
your board of directors a couple of years ago and then climb the leadership ladder. This isn’t about me — or about you. 
It’s about the kids, right? The Noon Kiwanis Club is too important to this community, to the Southwest District and to 
Kiwanis International for everyone not to get involved, to not contribute more to this organization. Those “Kiwanis Mo-
ments” above are too significant to ignore, to let them disappear. 

   Sometimes we get bogged down with the details, the personalities, the differences of opinion, our own comfort levels. 
At these emotional times, we must rise above ourselves and remind each other about the true meaning of Kiwanis and 
why we’re a part of this organization. We all have different talents and abilities.  That’s what makes us a strong and 
unique club! But, we must all chip in, do our part. Help out where we can,  contribute our time and energy. I ’m looking 
forward to an awesome 2013-14 Kiwanis year (check out my goals on Page 3). I’m looking forward to more Kiwanis Mo-
ments. Won’t you come along with me for the ride? It will be worth your investment. The children are depending on it. 
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Our 2013-14 goals 
3S theme: Service, Sacrifice, Success 

Membership Growth 

 * Build a club satellite 

 * Achieve a minimum 5-member net growth 

 * Repeat online club survey 

 * Formalize new member orientation 

Leadership/Education 

 * Send two members to conventions who haven’t attended 

 * Launch Kiwanis Moments 

Service 

 * Increase club’s annual service hours by 10 percent 

 * Initiate new fundraiser to benefit ELIMINATE project 

 * Launch a service project/program based on spiritual values 

Service Leadership Programs 

 * Increase member participation in Builders Club, K-Kids 

 * Launch Bringing Up Grades (BUG) at MM School 

 * Charter Aktion Club 

Communications 

 * Launch a FH Kiwanis Facebook page 

 * Initiate e-mail distribution through web system 

 * Continue to populate/improve website 

 * Weekly agendas/calendar of events 

 * Amend by-laws as required by Kiwanis International 
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Serving kids 
Another great trip to Ronald McDonald 

   Our Noon Kiwanis Club recently 

cooked up a delicious meal and 

served it to Ronald McDonald resi-

dents at the Roanoke House. 

   Another trip is planned for Tuesday, 

October 15, to the smaller Cambridge 

house. The time to sign up is NOW for 

this awesome service project. 

   “This is turning into a nice tradition 

for our club,” said club President 

Mike Scharnow. “People are invested 

in this because they prepare food and 

we can see how much the residents 

appreciate our efforts. 

   “This last visit was busy, which is 

both a good thing and a sad thing. 

The place was packed right after 

serving time at 6 p.m., and there were 

a lot of kids running around. It was a 

good time.” 

   Helping were the Scharnows, Ed 

Cohen, Ken and Monica Kubischta, 

Phyllis Horan, Don Williams, Jon Gel-

ler, Jo Nelson and Charlie Fox. 

   Please consider signing up for the 

next trip. It’s a rewarding evening 

that helps define us as Kiwanians who 

are reaching out to help others, serv-

ing the children of the world. 

Check out this close-knit family enjoy-

ing some play time after dinner. 

It’s all smiles as everyone digs into sloppy joe’s and other goodies. 

The Kiwanis Krew hanging with Ronald. Residents, below, serve themselves. 

Photos by 

Jon ‘Flash’ 

Geller 

 

© FlashGeller 

Photography 
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Day of Play = Day of Fun 
   Although the numbers appeared to be down a 

bit, the third annual Day of Play was still a big hit 

by any stretch of the imagination. 

   The Noon Kiwanis Club, Sunset Kiwanis Club, 

Town of Fountain Hills, Builders/K-Kids, Boys & 

Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale McKee Branch 

and the Key Club all pitched in  to offer up activi-

ties as part of the national Day of Play and Day for 

Kids. 

   Our club set up games at the Community Center, 

the space and equipment courtesy of the Town of 

Fountain Hills and its Community Services Depart-

ment. With a Republican Club meeting going on 

next door, from 9 to 10 a.m., there were a few con-

cerns about noise. But club Secretary Betty Pantuso 

said she had her Kiwanis Moment early on when a 

youngster told her, “Those people are clapping 

too loud over there.” 

   President Mike and Brenda Scharnow worked 

that day along with Pantuso, Phyllis Horan (who set 

up over at the Splash Pad), Jon Geller, Ken and 

Monica Kubischta, Bud Fuls and Pat Costa. 

   “Those who came had fun that day,” Mike said. 

“We received many positive comments from folks 

who appreciated what we were doing. It’s one 

more service and fun project we can offer to the 

kids up here. The whole idea is to get them out of 

the house and away from video games and TV. 

   “I think it worked.” 

Who is the real Mr. Potato Head?  Anika, 3, and her mom Natasha had fun! 

The Builders/K-Kids gang over at the Splash Pad offered fun and games. 

A parachute game let the kids run around…. 

This little fellow had fun on Day of Play. 
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Making a Difference 
   One of the goals set by 2012-13 Club President Ed 

Kehe was to increase overall service hours of the 

club and increase individual participation in events. 

President Ed wanted Kiwanians to participate in at 

least six events throughout the year — counting 

fundraising events and community outreach events. 

   Fundraising events included Halloween in the Hills, 

Fountain Festival, Oktoberfest, Fountain Hills Great 

Fair, St. Patrick’s Day, Eggstravaganza pancake 

breakfast, Cyclovia and Fourth of July. 

   A total of 42 service projects and outreach efforts 

were conducted throughout the year — Volunteer 

Fair, Tour de Scottsdale, Make a Difference Day, 

Ronald McDonald House (6), Nogales trip, blood 

drive (5), Thanksgiving Day Parade, Phoenix Rescue 

Mission (4), Breakfast with Santa, Salvation Army bell 

ringing, Adopt a Street cleanup (5), interclub visits 

(8), Helen’s Hope Chest (2), Save the Family, Kiwanis 

One Day, Food for Kidz, Extended Hands Food Bank, 

Kamp Kiwanis work weekend and Governor’s Visit. 

   At the annual banquet, President Ed distributed 

“One Can Make A Difference” lapel pins to those 

Kiwanians who served in a combination of at least six 

events from all of the above listed. They were: 

7: HopeAnne Pizzicaroli, Joan Pharr, 

Gary Oakeson, Don Williams, Jerry 

Comeau 

8: Brenda Scharnow 

9: Walt Dunne, John LesCallett, Jim 

Shepherd, Larry Spade, Bud Fuls 

10: Margaret Beach 

11: Charlie Fox, Katie Krause, Jean Lin-

zer, Ed Cohen 

14: Bill Jaeger, Dr. Liz Smith 

19: Jo Nelson 

21: Alan Roselieb 

23: Betty Pantuso 

26: Mike Scharnow 

29: Phyllis Horan, Paul Appeldorn 

30: Jon Geller 

   In addition to a lapel pin, Flash Geller also was giv-

en a Kachina applique to be worn on an article of 

clothing. Dale Schultz and Tom Campbell were 

awarded pins for countless hours spent on trailer 

work in addition to their five volunteer activities 

each. 

Ed Kehe has made a difference for Noon Kiwanis and the Town of Fountain 

Hills through his many hours of donated service. Here he holds some agate 

bookends given to him at the banquet in honor of his dedication. 

Miscellaneous announcements 
Tour de Scottsdale 

   Noon Kiwanis once again is supplying volunteers for the 70-mile Tour 

de Scottsdale that rolls through Fountain Hills the morning of Sunday, 

October 13. We usually have 15 to 20 people for this event and can still 

use a few more. Please see Paul Appeldorn if you are interested in help-

ing out. 

Adopt-A-Street 

   The next street cleanings are October 1 and November 12 (to make 

our streets pretty after the Fountain Festival and before the next blood 

drive) and then December 17 in preparation for Christmas. 

Kiwanis Kans 

   The Kan Man turned in 3,510 kans for an additional $148.50 to be add-

ed to the Kiwanis Across the Border project. This brings our total so far 

to 8,684 kans and $351.85. We are almost at our total for last year. Re-

member, the kan fiscal year ends in early November, so we have time 

for one more kan run before Nogales. 
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Blood drives are a community effort 
Town helps sponsor life-saving events 

Dr. Liz Smith and Paul Appeldorn are award-winning 

blood drive coordinators for Noon Kiwanis. 

   Often overlooked in recent years is the fact that the Town of Fountain 

Hills plays a major role in the success of community blood drives or-

ganized by the Noon Kiwanis Club on behalf of United Blood Services. 

   The town has been allowing the 

club to conduct the drives at the 

Fountain Hills Community Center for 

many, many years at no cost to our 

organization or UBS. Center staff 

works with our coordinators and UBS 

to schedule the drives, set-up the 

rooms and cool down the center 

when it is needed during off-hours.  

   Five drives are scheduled per 

year, and each drive entails two full 

days of activity (Friday and Satur-

day) occurring in the center for the 

volunteers and those donors who 

visit the center. Thousands and thousands of in-kind dollar donations 

have been given by the Town of Fountain Hills toward the blood 

drives and saving lives in the form of free rent, use of town personnel 

and center equipment. 

   “We are sincerely grateful to the Town of Fountain Hills and center 

staff for all they have done for us over the years,” said club President 

Mike Scharnow. “We are looking forward to a long and healthy rela-

tionship well into the future. Blood drives save lives, and by partner-

ing with the town we’re able to reach more people and have comforta-

ble facilities for UBS personnel as well as the donors.” 

   The most recent drive, held in late August and early September, 

yielded 130 “life savers” for two days. Thanks to Redendo’s for the 

salads and Little Caesars for their great pizzas. The next drive is set 

for Nov. 15-16, the week after the Fountain Festival. 

 

Blood drives for 2014: 
January 17-18 

March 28-29 

June 20-21 

August 22-23 

November 21-22 



  Oct. 3   Luncheon meeting; club goals for 2013-14 

  Oct. 10   Luncheon meeting; club budget for 2013-14 

  Oct. 13   Tour de Scottsdale service project 

  Oct. 15   Ronald McDonald dinner (Cambridge) 

  Oct. 17   STARS in Scottsdale road trip for Aktion Club (10:30 a.m.) 

  Oct. 18-20  Work weekend at Kamp Kiwanis in New Mexico 

  Oct. 24   NO MEETING 

  Oct. 26   Make a Difference Day service project 

  Oct. 31   Halloween in the Hills concession stand on Avenue 

  Nov. 7   Luncheon meeting 

  Nov. 8-10   Fountain Festival food booth 

October 2013 Calendar 
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Give a big welcome to our new Kiwanians! 
   Persistence pays off when it comes to recruit-

ing new prospects for our club. And don’t forget 

— new member recruitment goes on throughout 

the year, not just during special promotions. 

   Just ask Jon “Flash” Geller about this very 

thing. Jon has talked to numerous residents 

through his many years of Kiwanis dedication, 

but that golden ticket of sponsoring a new mem-

ber has eluded him all these years. Until he went 

to the bathroom one day. 

   That’s right, one day during a Noon Kiwanis 

meeting he started talking to Ken and Monica 

Kubischta out in the Community Center lobby 

after going to the bathroom (and washing his 

hands, of course). They were looking in the kiosk 

at flyers regarding things going on around town. 

And so Jon welcomed them into our meeting and 

they sat down for lunch and more.  

   After returning to the Hills in late summer, they 

officially joined our club! And now Monica has 

agreed to take over the duties of secretary from 

Betty Pantuso. Both of them have joined in sever-

al service projects already. 

   The Kubischtas hail from North Dakota, where 

they were married in 1976. The road of life has 

been interesting for them. Ken worked various 

jobs and owned a music store for a while. He also 

farmed early on. Monica worked for the state 

and raised their two kids. They also converted a 

barn into a wedding reception hall and bar. 

Sponsor Jon Geller, Ken and Monica Kubischta and Secretary Betty Pantuso. 


